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Mission Statement 
 

It shall be the mission of the Frederick County Sheriff's Office to provide 

fair, unbiased law enforcement services to the public, while respecting the 

individual’s constitutional rights. 

 

Code of Ethics 

 
“As a law enforcement officer, my fundamental duty is to serve mankind; 

to safeguard lives and property; to protect the innocent against deception, 

the weak against oppression or intimidation, and the peaceful against 

violence or disorder; and to respect the constitutional rights of all men to 

liberty, equality, and justice. 

 

I will keep my private life unsullied as an example to all; maintain 

courageous calm in the face of danger, scorn or ridicule; develop self-

restraint; and be constantly mindful of the welfare of others.  Honest in 

thought and deed in both my personal and official life, I will be exemplary 

in obeying the law of the land and the regulations of my Office.  Whatever I 

see or hear of a confidential nature that is confided to me in my official 

capacity will be kept ever secret, unless revelation is necessary in the 

performance of duty. 

 

I will never act officiously or permit personal feelings, prejudice, 

animosities, or friendships to influence my decisions with no compromise 

for crime and with relentless prosecution of criminals.  I will enforce the 

law courteously and appropriately without fear or favor, malice, or ill will, 

never employing unnecessary force or violence and never accepting 

gratuities. 

 

I recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of public faith, and I accept it 

as a public trust, to be held so long as I am true to the ethics of public 

service.  I will constantly strive to achieve these objectives and ideals, 

dedicating myself before God to my chosen profession-law enforcement.” 



Frederick County Sheriff’s Office 2011-2012 

Goals and Objectives 

 

 

• Implement the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office Forward Mobility 

Project to implement a secure VPN connection between the Sheriff’s 

Office and mobile users.  This will be accomplished through the 

purchase of a NetMotion Wireless Mobility XE software package and 

compatible server.  This increased access will provide for more time 

in the patrol vehicle, and less time at the office.  This will also allow 

for a safer environment for the Deputies due to their access to critical 

safety data while in their vehicle and in contact with the public.  This 

software will also allow for necessary updates to be pushed through 

the NetMotion product without the user having to manually update in 

person with the information Technologies Section.   

 

• Continue with implementation of the Southeast Propane Autogas 

Development Program.  As of May 2012, five of the expected ten cars 

have been outfitted with the dual fuel tanks.  The propane fueling 

station was installed on the department grounds in 2011.   

 

• To reduce teen driving accidents, DUI’s, and traffic infractions 

through education by implementing the “Virginia Rules Program”.  

The School Resource Officers and the Frederick County Traffic Unit 

will teach these classes to high school students.   

 

• Work in conjunction with Frederick County Fire & Rescue, and the local 

student service learning program to create FADD, Frederick County 

Against Distracted Driving.  A local organization aiming to promote the 

harms of distracted driving. FADD desires to bring awareness regarding the 

dangers of texting and driving to those in our community and beyond.  
 

 

• Enhance law enforcement and community relations through deputies 

performing civic duties such as child fingerprinting, Sheriff’s Kids 

Camp, the D.A.R.E. Program, Neighborhood Watch meetings, and 

updating the Frederick County Sheriff's Office website.  

 



• Maintain the Virginia Law Enforcement Accreditation standards set 

forth for review in 2012.  This demonstrates that the Sheriff’s Office 

is adhering to a high standard set forth by the Virginia Law 

Enforcement Accreditation Coalition. 

 

• Continuation of training on minority cultures and issues by training 

the deputies in cultural diversity.  Deputies attend classes that instruct 

on other cultures and provide them with skills to better assistance 

minority citizens.  

 

• Increase crime prevention activities in the community.  The Sheriff’s 

Office believes one way of reducing crime is through education.  This 

education provides the public with information and suggestion on 

home, business, and Internet security; as well as personal safety.  

Local cable channel 16 list safety tips, current criminal activity or 

frauds, as well as wanted people.   

 

 

• Reduce consumable budget costs within our department by using the 

electronic transfer of data and memos, and by turning off all electrical 

equipment and lights whenever possible. 

 

• Reduce traffic related deaths in Frederick County by increasing traffic 

enforcement efforts on the highways of Frederick County.   
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The Sheriff is a constitutional officer that is elected by the citizens of Frederick County and is elected 
for a term of four years.  The Sheriff is the chief law enforcement officer 

where he is responsible for the overall operation of the Frederick 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

    
SHERIFFSHERIFFSHERIFFSHERIFF    

 
Robert T. Williamson 

 
 
 
 

Sheriff Williamson has been in law enforcement since 1973 
where he has held numerous leadership positions within the 

Frederick County Sheriff’s Office.  
 

Sheriff Williamson was first elected Sheriff of Frederick County 
in 1992. Sheriff Williamson is currently serving his sixth term 

as Sheriff. 
 

rwilliam@co.frederick.va.us 

 

The Chief Deputy is second in command of the Sheriff’s Office. The Chief Deputy assumes 
the duties of the Sheriff whenever the Sheriff is unavailable. The Chief Deputy assists the 

Sheriff with the overall operation of the Sheriff’s Office. 

    
CHIEF DEPUTYCHIEF DEPUTYCHIEF DEPUTYCHIEF DEPUTY    

    
Major, Robert C. Eckman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Eckman has been in law enforcement since 1974. Major 
Eckman had previously worked in the Patrol Division, Regional 
Drug Task Force, and the Criminal Investigations Division.  

 
Major Eckman commanded the Criminal Investigations 

Division before being promoted to Chief Deputy. 
 

reckman@co.frederick.va.us 

 



The Patrol Division is the most noticeable Division of the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office. The 
Patrol Division is responsible for responding to calls for service received though the Frederick County 

Emergency Communications Center. The Patrol Division has three shifts that provide 24/7 law 
enforcement coverage for Frederick County. Other units of the Patrol Division are the K-9 deputies, 

the Traffic Enforcement Unit, and the Bicycle Patrol. 

CAPTAIN OF PATROLCAPTAIN OF PATROLCAPTAIN OF PATROLCAPTAIN OF PATROL    

 
Captain John Snoots 

 
Captain Snoots had been in law enforcement since 1977. He 
had previously worked in the Criminal Investigations Division 

and the Patrol Division.  
 

Captain Snoots was the “A” Shift Patrol Lieutenant before 
being promoted to Captain of the Patrol Division.  

 
 Captain Snoots retired as of December 31, 2011 

 
 

 

 

1
st

 Lt. Richard N. Singhas,  

Assistant Division Commander 

rsinghas@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

 

Lt. Gary L. Owens, Supervisor 

 “A” Shift (6:00 am-4:00 pm) 

gowens@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

Lt. Mark A. Webber, Supervisor 

“B” Shift (2:00 pm-12:00 am) 

mwebber@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

Lt. John R. Hoover, Supervisor 

“C” Shift (10:00 pm-8:00 am) 

jhoover@co.frederick.va.us 

 
 Lt. Michael A. Richardson, Traffic Unit, mrichard@co.frederick.va.us  



The Criminal Investigation Division (CID) is responsible for investigating all major crimes that occur 
in Frederick County. Investigators in the Division may specialize in certain fields of investigation, i.e., 

property crimes, crimes against persons, etc. Investigators from this division also participate in 
regional task forces. These task forces include the Regional Drug 

Task Force, the Regional Gang Task Force, the FBI Violent Crimes Task Force, and the 
Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force. The Hostage Negotiation Team, the 

Underwater Search and Recovery Team, and Evidence and Property are also are part of the 
Criminal Investigation Division. 

CAPTAIN OF CIDCAPTAIN OF CIDCAPTAIN OF CIDCAPTAIN OF CID    

 
Captain, John Snoots 

 
Captain Heflin has been in law enforcement since 1987.  

Captain Heflin had previously worked in the Patrol Division and 
the Criminal Investigation Division. 

 
Captain Heflin was the assistant division commander of the 
Criminal Investigations Division before being promoted to 

Captain of the Criminal Investigations Division. 
 

jheflin@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

 
Lt. Donald R. Lang,  

Assistant Division Commander 

dlang@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

 

Lt. Joey Henry, 

IT\Computer Specialist 

jhenry@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 

Lt. Edgar “Big Al” Sibert, 

Commander, Regional Drug Task Force 

 

 

 

The Civil Services Division is responsible for the service of all civil documents received by 
the Sheriff’s Office; providing bailiff’s for Circuit Court, General District Court, and 

Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court; and transporting prisoners from throughout the 
United States back to Frederick County. 

CAPTAIN OF CIVIL CAPTAIN OF CIVIL CAPTAIN OF CIVIL CAPTAIN OF CIVIL 
SERVICES DIVISIONSERVICES DIVISIONSERVICES DIVISIONSERVICES DIVISION    

 
Captain Clyde “Lou” VanMeter 

 
Captain Van Meter has been in law enforcement since 1983.  
Captain VanMeter had previously worked in the Patrol Division 

and the Civil Services Division.  
 

Captain VanMeter was the assistant division commander of 
the Civil Service Division before being promoted 

to Captain of the Civil Services Division. 
 

hvanmete@co.frederick.va.us 

 



 
Lt. Patrick A. Grim, 

Assistant Division Commander 

pgrim@co.frederick.va.us 

The Administrative Services Division is responsible for the School Resource Officers and 
the Animal Control Officers. The Administrative Services Division also maintains the 

Sheriff’s Office’s accreditation and provides community services (Neighborhood Watch, 
Project Lifesaver, etc.). The Sheriff’s Office Emergency Response Team is also part of the 

Administrative Services Division. 

CAPTAIN OF CAPTAIN OF CAPTAIN OF CAPTAIN OF 
ADMINISTRATIVEADMINISTRATIVEADMINISTRATIVEADMINISTRATIVE    

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES    

 
Captain Aleck Beeman 

 
Captain Beeman has been in law enforcement since 1979. 

Captain Beeman had previously worked in the Patrol Division 
and the Criminal Investigation Division. Captain Beeman was 
the assistant division commander of the Criminal Investigation 

Division before being promoted to Captain of the 
Administrative Services Division. 

 
abeeman@co.frederick.va.us 

 

 



 
 

Sheriff’s Office Recognition    

 

Frederick County Sheriff’s Office Traffic Division received award for The Highest Belt 

Use Rate (96%), given by Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles.   

 

Employee Recognitions 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Richardson, of the Frederick County Traffic Division, was awarded the Click-It of 

Ticket Dedication Award from the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles in August 

2011. 
 

 

Frederick County Fair 

 

 The Frederick County Sheriff's Office patrols the Frederick County Fair the entire week 

of the fair.  The Sheriff's Office presence at the fair provides a safe environment for 

everyone attending, so that everyone can have a good time.  The fair also provides 

deputies from the Sheriff's Office and the public an opportunity to interact and develop 

positive relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frederick County Sheriff's Office 

2011 Activities and Recognitions 

Officer C. M. Himelright was 

among the Northern 

Shenandoah Valley law 

enforcement officers recognized 

by Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving for their work to curb 

impaired drivers and youth 

drinkers. 



Community Presentations 

 

  
 

 
  

Frederick County Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard participating 

in the Stephens City Newtown Festival Parade 

Traffic Division- 

Sobriety Check Point 

03/17/2011 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

National Night Out 

August 02, 2011 



Frederick County Sheriff's Office Youth Camp 

 

The 13
th
 annual Frederick County Sheriff’s Office Youth Camp was a great 

success.  Approximately 80 local children attended and helped with the weeklong camp 

at Camp Rock Enon.  The campers and junior counselors enjoyed repelling, swimming, 

archery, and several athletic competitions.  The Frederick County Sheriff’s Office would 

like to thank the businesses and individuals who support the Youth Camp each year with 

their donations. 

 
 

Training 

 

Continue to host and provide free or minimal cost training programs to law enforcement 

officers in the four state area through joint efforts with the Department of Justice and 

ROCIC.  

 

Increase law enforcement networking and INTEL with other agencies in the region by 

hosting and exchanging criminal intelligence, crime trends and suspects who freely travel 

across jurisdictional lines to commit crimes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Technology 

 

The following article was printed in the Northern Virginia Daily in 2010.  The 

implementation of the propane fuel station was completed in 2011.  The department 

currently has 5 of the expected 10 cars outfitted with the propane tanks.   

Frederick County Sheriff's Office gets grant for equipment 

WINCHESTER -- The Frederick County Sheriff's Office may soon start calling some of its cruisers 
"green machines." 

County officials learned last week that the Sheriff's Office had won a $58,000 grant from the 
Southeast Propane Autogas Development Program. The money goes to install equipment in 10 
vehicles that allows each to run on both gasoline and propane.  

"I really do think it's a neat project," Sheriff Robert Williamson said Wednesday afternoon. "It's 
more efficient than gasoline, cheaper cost-wise than gasoline at present." 

"I would like, eventually, to see the majority, if not all of our fleet dual-purpose vehicles so that 
when we're at least in the area where most of them stay, other than transports and training and 
stuff, that they could run propane fuel because it's less costly, it is more efficient and it's better for 
the environment," Williamson said. "And in these days and times, if we can get them done for free 
or at no cost to us, then certainly it's a benefit." 

The program seeks to retrofit 221 vehicles in Virginia as part of a larger initiative spanning from 
Mississippi and Florida to Maryland, Turkel said. The sheriff's vehicles should be converted by 
the end of the year, according to Turkel. Williamson said the grant requires the conversion to take 
place by Dec. 31. 

Conversion will displace 12 percent of the annual gasoline consumption, according to Turkel. The 
cost per mile is less for propane, he said. 

Since propane is produced domestically, use of the fuel reduces dependence on foreign oil, 
Turkel and Williamson have said. 

Williamson said he is somewhat familiar with the alternative fuel because his father operated a 
propane gas company for years and ran his vehicles on the fuel. Technology has changed, 
Williamson said.  Propane also burns cleaner in an engine. Williamson said he has seen engines 
with 150,000 miles run on propane that appear new inside -- showing less deposits and wear. 

"There are a lot of positives to it," the sheriff added. "There are some negatives to it: Lack of 
fueling stations is one of them ... taking up the space of the trunk is an issue for us." 

"Those cars are basically those guys' offices," Williamson said. "We're gonna do it irregardless 
and we'll just have to adjust. It's like any other change." 

The Sheriff's Office needs to install a propane-fueling station, according to Williamson, which he 
anticipates would be located in the secure area at the county's public safety building. The office 
once had a DARE vehicle that ran on natural gas, and he said he had a hard time finding 
mechanics to work on the car. The grant includes training for area mechanics provided they pay 
their own way to where sessions are held. 

The grant requires completion of the conversion by Dec. 31, according to Williamson. 
Representatives with the program are expected to bring a vehicle to the Sheriff's Office 
headquarters this week and demonstrate the conversion process, Williamson said. 



Retirements 

 

 

 

Captain John Snoots, Sheriff Bob Williamson, John Copeland 

 

 

 

 

Captain John Snoots had been in law enforcement since 1977.  He worked in the 

Criminal Investigations Division, Patrol Division, and a member of the Command Staff.  

Captain Snoots retired on December 31, 2011 

 

John Copeland became a member of the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office in 2003.  He 

worked as a Civil Officer when he retired December 31, 2011. 

 

Benny Sargent began working at the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office in 1987.  He 

worked as a Civil Officer when he retired after 24 years of service.   

 

George E. Grim began working at the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office in 1983.  He 

worked as a Civil Officer when he retired after 24 years of service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



High Profile Case 

 

Fugitive Spotted on Reality Show Appears in Court 

Authorities say suspect in sex crime fled country to avoid trial 10 years ago 

WINCHESTER -- A man authorities say fled the country to avoid trial on a sex crime charge 
pleaded guilty Tuesday for failing to appear in court 10 years ago. 

William Edgar Dick II appeared in Frederick County Circuit Court with his attorney, public 
defender Timothy Coyne.  Dick, 30, with a last known address of Polk City, Fla., pleaded guilty to 
the felony charge of failing to appear in the court Jan. 9, 2002. Retired Judge Benjamin Kendrick 
accepted the plea. 

Kendrick set Dick's charge of forcible sodomy for a jury trial April 27. The judge delayed 
sentencing on the failure to appear charge until the same date. Commonwealth's Attorney Glenn 
Williamson did not object to continuing Dick's sentencing to the April date. 
Dick remains held at the Northwestern Regional Adult Detention Center. 

Authorities accuse Dick of committing forcible sodomy against a male victim on June 10, 2000. A 
grand jury indicted Dick on the charge a year later, court records show. A judge scheduled his 
jury trial for Jan. 9, 2002, but Dick failed to appear. Authorities searched unsuccessfully for the 
defendant, who was declared a fugitive by the court. 

Investigators with the Frederick County Sheriff's Office continued to look for clues into Dick's 
whereabouts and had hints he may have fled the country, possibly to Costa Rica.  

In 2010 an investigator received a tip from a friend of the alleged victim in the sodomy case that 
the fugitive had appeared as a bartender in an episode of the MTV reality show, "The Hills," 
which the network filmed in Costa Rica. Further investigation confirmed Dick appeared in the 
episode under a different name, according to documents filed in U.S. District Court in 
Harrisonburg. 

A federal judge in U.S. District Court in Harrisonburg on Oct. 25, 2010, issued a complaint and a 
warrant for Dick's arrest for unlawful flight to avoid prosecution.  Costa Rican authorities handed 
Dick over to United States custody, although extradition policies and other hurdles had delayed 
the process for months. Dick returned to the U.S., and ultimately Frederick County, in August.  A 
Frederick County Circuit Court grand jury indicted Dick on the charge of failing to appear in 
September 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEFINITIONS USED FOR STATISTIC COUNTS 

Property Crimes 

In the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, property crime includes the offenses of burglary, 

larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  The object of the theft-type offenses is the taking of 

money or property, but there is no force or threat of force against the victims.  The property crime 

category includes arson because the offense involves the destruction of property; however, arson 

victims may be subjected to force.   

Sex offenses   

Offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like. Incest, indecent exposure, and 

statutory rape are included. Attempts, battery and child sex crimes are included.  

Forcible rape  

The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will. Rapes by force and attempts or 

assaults to rape, regardless of the age of the victim, are included. Statutory offenses (no force 

used—victim under age of consent) are excluded. 

Violent Crimes 

Violent crime is composed of four offenses: murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, 

robbery, and aggravated assault.  According to the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Proram’s 

definition, violent crimes involve force or threat of force. 

Drug Abuse Violations  

 

The violation of laws prohibiting the production, distribution, and/or use of certain controlled 

substances. The unlawful cultivation, manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase, use, possession, 

transportation, or importation of any controlled drug or narcotic substance. Arrests for violations of 

state and local laws, specifically those relating to the unlawful possession, sale, use, growing, 

manufacturing, and making of narcotic drugs. The following drug categories are specified: opium or 

cocaine and their derivatives (morphine, heroin, codeine); marijuana; synthetic 

narcotics?manufactured narcotics that can cause true addiction (demerol, methadone); and 

dangerous nonnarcotic drugs (barbiturates, benzedrine).  

Driving under the influence Driving or operating a motor vehicle or common carrier while mentally 

or physically impaired as the result of consuming an alcoholic beverage or using a drug or narcotic.  

Liquor laws The violation of state or local laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture, sale, 

purchase, transportation, possession, or use of alcoholic beverages, not including driving under the 

influence and drunkenness. Federal violations are excluded.  

Drunkenness To drink alcoholic beverages to the extent that one's mental faculties and physical 

coordination are substantially impaired. Driving under the influence is excluded.  
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